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popular of these patents, that of Sir Giles Monpcrson for Inns. The patent had boon referred to two sets of Referees, one for matter in law,, the other for the point of eonveniency. Of the Former set of lleferces, "Bacon was the principal, and it was soon evident that he was the person on whom the House, which was now under the leadership of Coke, was disposed to fix the responsibility of having' given evil counsel to the king'. But, before lie had the opportunity of defending himself against any formal accusation as to his advice in the matter of monopolies, another and more .serious charge was brought against him. The Committee of Grievances had already begun to turn their attention to the subject of abuses in the Courts of Justice, when, on the I'i-th of March, 1 (>;}()-1, one- Christopher A winy presented a petition to the House charging the Chancellor with taking money, while a, suit was still in progress. This petition was referred i<> the Committee, and was soon followed by another, either emanating from or based on the information of a disappointed suitor in a case of arbitration, who, though he had made Bacon a, handsome present for the purpose oi! buying a suit of hangings ("or York House, had failed to obtain a decision in his Favour. On the strength of these two cases, the Committee reported to the House that, they had found matter for a charge of corruption against the .Lord Chancellor. A few days afterwards, the Commons sent word to the Lords that they had "Found abuses in eerlain eminent persons/' and desired a conference. The result, was that the Lords at once, and with great readiness, undertook to inquire into the case. They appointed three committees of four, with a power to take examinations of all points generally concerning this business/' But, though the examination of witnesses was to take place in open court, the accused wan apparently to have no power of eroKs-exaimnution, or of excepting to the witnesses, 1 fence, as Mr. Spedding says, " we probably know the worstch 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
